
 
 

(i) 

 
 
Contact: Jo Beer Overview and Scrutiny 
Telephone: 01803 207063 Town Hall 
E-mail address: scrutiny@torbay.gov.uk  Castle Circus 
Date: Friday, 20 March 2015 Torquay 
  TQ1 3DR 
 

 
 
Dear Member 
 
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY BOARD - MONDAY, 23 MARCH 2015 
 
I am now able to enclose, for consideration at the Overview and Scrutiny Board to be held 
on Monday, 23 March 2015, the following reports that were unavailable when the agenda 
was printed. 
 
 
Agenda No Item Page 
 
 4.   Petition requesting covenant for Cary Green 

 
(Pages 5 - 12) 

 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Jo Beer 
Overview and Scrutiny Lead 
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Torbay Development Agency is a trading name of Torbay Economic Development Company Ltd (TEDCL),  
a public/private sector partnership controlled by the Council of the Borough of Torbay, working to deliver economic prosperity  

for the Bay through regeneration, investment, asset management, business support and improved employment & skills. 
TEDCL is registered in England & Wales No. 7604855 Registered Office Tor Hill House, Union Street, Torquay, Devon TQ2 5QW 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Please reply to:  Vince Flower 

c/o 3rd Floor Tor Hill House, Union Street 

Torquay, TQ2 5QW 

 

 

 
 

My ref: VF/TJ 

Cllr John Thomas 

Torbay Council 

Town Hall 

Castle Circus 

Torquay TQ1 3DS 

  

Tel: 01803 208973 

Fax:  

E-mail: Terri.Johnson@tedcltd.com 

Website: www.torbaydevelopmentagency.co.uk 

Date: 13 March 2015 

 
 

To request a copy in another format or language phone 01803 208973 

 

Dear Cllr. Thomas, 

 

Re: Cary Green, Overview and Scrutiny Board 

  

The TDA are aware that the future use of Cary Green has been called in and will be 
considered by the Overview and Scrutiny Board when it meets on 23rd March 2015.  

  

We understand that one of the main concerns relates to whether or not Cary Green should 
be included within the regeneration scheme proposed for the Pavilion and the Marina Car 
Park. 

  

The Board of the TDA fully supports the development of this important site and in principle 
the proposals submitted by Marina Developments Ltd (MDL) and their chosen hotel 
developer and operator, the Nicholas James Group (NJG).  

  

The development as currently outlined will provide a 60 bed 4* spa hotel, 45 luxury 
waterfront apartments, new marina facilities and commercial units fronting the inner 
harbour, as well as carrying out improvements to the public realm alongside the inner 
harbour to create a waterside where people can enjoy the view and the ambience. 
Importantly, these works will see the Grade II listed Pavilion repaired and its inherent 
structural defects corrected; moreover the building will be refurbished and given a viable 
and sustainable economic use.  

  

In order for this development to be financially viable, the TDA Board accepts that 
approximately 45 ‘enabling’ apartments are needed, for which 45 car parking spaces are  

 

/continued....2 
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also required. To avoid increasing the height of the development further the existing 
decked car parking will be reduced in size, although the demands on the car parking 
overall will be increased.  In addition to the new apartments the 4* hotel and the marina 
will also need a sufficient number of car parking spaces if the scheme is to be funded and 
built. Without the Cary Green additional car parking spaces the hotel income and 
residential receipts will be much reduced and the scheme will not be viable.  

  

The Board of the TDA believes that the inclusion of Cary Green for car parking (and 
occasional markets and similar events when possible) is justified from a viability 
perspective and that without the inclusion of Cary Green the development will not proceed 
and the status quo will prevail (and that the Pavilion will remain closed). 

  

We would also mention that the benefits of the proposed development go well beyond the 
immediate regeneration site. The hotel will broaden the hotel and fine dining offer in 
Torbay and the hotel scheme alone will create over 160 direct and indirect jobs. The new 
cafes and restaurants along the inner harbour will improve and diversify the economy, as 
we have seen recently at Abbey Sands for both residents and visitors.  

  

If the development cannot proceed then the reputational damage to Torbay’s regeneration 
credentials is likely to be significant (given that Full Council has already approved the 
development of this site and attracted a considerable capital and emotional investment by 
NJG). 

 

Kind regards. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Vince Flower 

Chairman on behalf of the Board of TEDC Ltd 
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NICOLAS JAMES GROUP LIMITED   REGISTERED OFFICE: FLAT 5, 6 UPPER JOHN STREET, LONDON, W1F 9HB                                      REGISTERED IN ENGLAND NO. 4973721 
 

NJG 
Nicolas James Group 
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Cllr John Thomas 
Torbay Council 
Town Hall 
Torquay 
TQ! 3DS 
 
 
19 March 2015 
 
Dear Cllr Thomas, 
Overview & Scrutiny Board - 23 March 2015 
Torquay Pavilion Regeneration Project & Cary Green 
 
I refer to Agenda Item 4 to be considered at the above meeting in 
relation to Cary Green and would like to confirm our full support to the 
Mayor’s decision not impose a restrictive covenant on Cary Green for 
the following reasons. 
 
1. The use of Cary Green for car parking is fundamental to the success 
of the Pavilion Regeneration project. The necessary number of car 
parking spaces cannot be accommodated within the Marina car park 
site alone and therefore Cary Green is key to making the scheme work. 
The use of Cary Green for this purpose is supported by the Council’s 
Design Review Panel and English Heritage; 
 
2. The Pavilion project will deliver substantial public benefits to the town 
including; 
 
i) The full restoration of the Pavilion and its future viable use together 
with the regeneration of the inner harbour to provide a 5* hotel, high 
quality restaurants and new areas of public waterfront; 
 
ii) The creation of 300+ jobs and over £30 million investment within the 
Town. In addition, the scheme will enhance Torbay’s reputation as a 
first class holiday destination which embraces new investment; 
 
iii) There is no other viable or credible alternative for the restoration of 
the Pavilion. If a covenant is placed on Cary Green it will mean that 
the Pavilion will remain closed and the above benefits will be lost.  
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The Mayor has been unfairly criticised for taking an objective and well-
considered decision. The decision to not place a covenant on Cary 
Green will ensure that the Pavilion has a successful and viable future 
and a significant number of jobs for the local community will be 
created.  
 
It is therefore hoped that the Board endorses the Mayor’s decision and 
agrees that this matter is better determined through the planning 
system when the full benefits of the proposals will be given thorough 
consideration. 
 
 
I hope the above is self-explanatory and I look forward to addressing 
the Board on Monday. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
David Jobbins 
 
David Jobbins MRTPI 
Director of Planning & Development 
Nicolas James Group & Harbour Hotels Group 
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